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Threepence 


Thv fjiretU Pmrers Deehle in WushintUnn and JInscoir. hut- 

,WHAT ABOUT THE KOREAN? 


^Iie Common Strugii^le Agaiiij^t All 
'Xyranniet^ Remains the Same 


^ 19 ^ in Paris, dunaf^ a trial blackout* an old man killed 
Icyi* He thoujjht war hud already broken out and left a 
yinjg fhat he eouldnV stand to go through it all again, 
wliat* VI ,greater or lesser degree* the threat of renewed 
m fo anyone* But it doesn't prevent the newspapers from 
Rfig international clashes and e^tpioititig men’s anviety about 
r consequences. Over Korea Reynolds iVeivs criedi “It needs 
Russia to come in and sueeoar the North—and anything 
*1 h.'ippcn.” Even the Tribuner a weekly* found it necessary 
mte* sensationally, “Into many minds flashed the question- 
1 is the start of the Third World W ar?” In these matters the 
-iligt press is as venal as the right wing papers. 


w^ar in Korea raises many 
'ins of-the utmost import- 
and ^ it behoves us* as 
iits* .to try and deflne 
questigns in their true 
-i;tlvc* and to keep clear 
~ prevailing hysteria and 
■ of expediency. To main- 
r^li an attitude is not easy 
facts are few, bias is 
ight universal, and the pro- 
M of the cold viar has 
fy done much ^to direct 
iJ' ^/eelings into convenient 
' the main an^gon- 

^at objectivity is almost 
j Nevertheless we can 
5TC r certain general prin- 
• fair confidence, and 

rtsicv-^ a reasonably stable 
jbl v^^nion, 

llNff A BATTLEFIFXD 
ir‘^t oi all, it is onJj too clear 
the Korean Aruggle is yet 
iii .Tc aspect of the world 
;i^e between Russia and 
rit-a. The governments of 
Ttij and South Korea are mere 
PI Eli of these two great 
As if to drive the 
hf>inc, the U,S. govem- 
(4 hfl>t announced its inteniion 
(iefending Formosa from any 
iiivl: by the Chinese Com- 
uoists, iherehy practicall)' an- 
cs^ing it a* an American sphere 
if influence. 

Af in the old Jays of the 
ague of Nations, the press is 
^dll of “legal justifujation based 
oil I '.N-O, On biah tides these 
legality shows are based on a 
different version of the fatt*, 

. ch ssytng that the lahcr puppet 
Ittackcd first. Other cummenta- 
r« go somewhat further back? 

, 1948 the Russian army of 
j.%upaitjon was withdrawn, but 
i«# the war cquipmentj the vi«it 
f John Foster JJuJIes to bcoul 
week before the fighting hegan, 
ind his speeches afterwards 
licated American imeniions 


Once 
can be 


about strategic bases, etc. 
again the “evidence^ 
selected according to which side 
one backs. 

But surely this stuff about 
legality, “the rule of Jaw”, and 
the name-calling—^“the Aggres- 
sor ^ or the “treacherous 
clique”, etc** etc,, is now’ com¬ 
pletely meaningless- The Russian 
Ameriean antagonism is not to 
be held in check by paper limita¬ 
tions, and it is quite ridiculous 
to be taken in by all this sancti¬ 
monious cant. In the face of 
such powerful antagonism, so- 
called legal issues, and even the 
facts of “who began it’* are of 
trifling importance. To make 
them determine tine’s attitude is 
simply absurd. Having made it 


clear that to us it is of little 
importance who is the nominal 
aggressor* it is necessary to say 
that one should be on one’s 
guard against accepting eithc 
side s story’ withotil profound 
reservations* 

In effect, we arc witnessing 
the great powers hiring out the 
territory of a backward, divided 
puppet as a battlefield, fighting 
behind other men’s lives. It is 
not the first time we have seen 
this pattern. 

For us, as anarchists, there 
remains the question—what 
about the Koreans? In the 
eontext of the cold war, such 
a question appears almost an 
irrelevancy* AVe shall come back 
In itt for the moment it is neces¬ 
sary to point out that it is— 
from the practical point of view 
—purely academie. In Korea 
torday, it is not what the Koreans 
want', the deeisions are not 
made on etcher side wf the 
thirty-eighth parallel, but thou¬ 
sands of miles away in Washing¬ 
ton and .Moscow. Propaganda 
cries ahnut the aspirations of 
a people, or the establishment 
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The Thaw Setii In 

What a Relief for the T.U.C:! 


T.U.C.j like the middle classes, 
must be grateful to ibe 

Government for lifting so many con¬ 
trols and de rationing so many goods 
recently. 

The Government's motives in do¬ 
ing this (destroying the basis for the 
main Conservative criticism in pre¬ 
paration for the next election, for one 
thing) we have already discussed, but 
for the T.U.C. ii provides a wonder¬ 
ful excuse for getting out of a very' 
aw’kward situation. 

The wage-freeze policy iias proved 
a very uncomfortable saddle for the 
old horse to wear. Not that it doesn't 
believe in. saddles—or reins—or 
blinkers, but because its own intema] 
troubles made it difficulr to keep the 
saddle firmly in position. 

^^orkers Never Ltked It 

The ivage-freeze was accepted by 
the T.U.C. by a narrow' majority’ of 
union leaders; it was never com- 
pleteJy accepied by the workers. The 
rank and file, however, have shown 
a considerable degree of restraint, 
showing that the w'orkers, when they 
believe the well-being of the com- 
muniiy is at stake, do not follow the 


1MPRE5510N8 OF 
OERMANY-1 


Qi\ my return from Germany I 
happened to read a rather familiar 
sounding speech—a former U.S. 
Ambassador to London (Mr. J, D. 
Davis) pontificated as follows — 

“I have been going through London 
this past week and sunxylng the 
devastation that it suffered. How, I 
asked myself, did these people stand 
all this and endure It took something 
more . . . than the proverbial British 
phlegm. No, it was the 'an of 
hoping"— of hoping that the day 
would surely come when wrong would 
be punished and avenged, when right 
would triumph and prevaik" {Newi- 
Chronich, 37/6/50). 

We have heard it so often that we 
have come to believe it. But our 
ruins fade into insignilicancc when 
one has seen the drie^ of Germany, 
the great gaps of rubble still uncleared 
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that testify to night after night of 
bombing with nothing whatever to 
hope for. I do not know if there still 
remains anyone who still remembers 
that curious wartime phrase “pin¬ 
point bombing"’. It certainly does not 
rnean that only military points were 
hit. Streets and streets of ruined 
houses—the marks still remaining 
where people were burned alive 
escaping from their cellars on to the 
burning asphalt—the obvious marks 
of newness in all the rows and rows 
of (often jerry-built) houses and shops 
—all Lesiify mutely to wholesale 
an nihil at ion. 

But whether it ia mjf cj^niciani or proof 
of an odd nii 3 uar>' tradc-unioiiisni I have 
often suspeLted (witneea Montaomcj^’a 
ward me Junch wiih Von Amim, the poat- 
humous glorifitaiion of RonimeJ, or I he 
ro^h to defend Muosteinj, there ia 
one thins ihwi ininreiscn me. The 
mtllmr)' bufriivlti itand I In moat cisea 
iheie have, of course, when ncn by 

[he Occupiition Forcei, been converted 
into facrorte*, offices, etc., but il aiantli 
oui with force how to many barrick!t were 
left fltmoBt onioLiched in a wiJJerncsa uf 
ruhhJe. It ia known, of couriCj 

ilrat churches were spared—it wsi oil 
riiJii lu bumh, btaal, burn and juffocaie 
ihe pariifiiciners, but the plices of worahip 
were tacred. Most old churches arc ab- 
viuut landmerki, and ihe rubble goei up 
lo but not beyond their portals Chriat- 
lanity il un odd creed J 
By one of ihoic odd coinddencei, too, 
ihe concealrsliori cumps were alio ipared, 

■ nd likewise eic^ped damage in the midst 
of ruini; bI though in the caic of France 
one prison wall wsj breached to allow 
prisoners to escape, it wai never deemed 
necessary to hbenite the imnaiea of 
Buchcnwald and Dachau. My iirongc»t 


impression of Germany i$ seeing a police 
barracks standing firm, in the same con¬ 
dition as it was used by the Nazis* in 
the middle of a lown full of ruhble and 
new houses. 

Militarism 

Some visitors to Germany have spoken 
of their '’'disillusion” with German)' and 
the fact ihat they found the Germsiui 
were still mititarisiic. My tmpresiion is 
that the people who still have illusions lo 
Eose are those wh* tagged along with 
support of the war and believed that the 
Western Imperiaiists and their then Ally 
would bring dcinovracy to the Genrwas. 
a fact which they often managed [0 
reconcile with the inverted Hitiertte 
race myth about the tradmonally guilts 
Germans. 

It is hard to imagine why they think 
Germans should not be miJil^iristic, when 
countries with so much less military tradi¬ 
tion are well in the forefront of the 
coming war. Those who previously rated 
the Germans for their blind acceptance 
of mJliEBrism are now scolding them for 
not being more alert to the menace of 
"black fascism" as Ihe Bonn Government 
is called, or "red fascism" as the Eastern 
Zone Government is called. There is no 
Juuht that militaristic ideas arc gtill 
strong atihough In many waiks of hfe and 
among the most diverse poli[i, 3 il icnden- 
ciei [ found support for a proposition I 
have also heard In England but which is 
not to be thought of as praciLcal even by 
ralionalisiic standards—why do not Ger¬ 
many and Hngland ever come together?" 
The idea that they should owes a bit to 
the beJicf in the Anglu-SaKon origins 
of England which were plugged by Ger¬ 
man school! for years (that evidently 
stopped short at the Norman Conquest, 
which nobody who talked about Anglu- 
Saxonf to me had ever heard of). But 
even io, most people are sick of war and 
even [hole who talk about the tw’o 
"Germanic" nations coming together 
usually guggest that "America and Russia 
should be left to fight it out together," 
an Idea which is naturally tempting to 
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“pery inaa for himself'" poJitry which 
dbringtiishes their employers. 

VC hen Tradef; Unions accepted the 
wage-freeze, it was on the under¬ 
standing that ever>' effort would he 
made to freeze prices and profits. We 
pointed out at the time how unlikely 
it H’as that restraint of this kind could 
be expected. Devafuacion, for ex¬ 
ample, had been prophesied to raise 
prices in [he Spring, and there is 
simply no means short of Government 
edict to limit profits—and the Labour 
Cabinet are wooing the middle classes 
so hard they would be loath to intro¬ 
duce measures agaipst profits which 
would obviously be unpopular with 
the bourgeoisie. 

It could never be said, however, 
that the workers liked the wage- 
freeze, in spice of their patience. 
Loyalty to the Labour Government 
and the specious arguments of its 
spokesmen and their union leaders 
sold them the idea that “the country' 
couldn't afford" wage incrtases, but 
the steady rise of prices forced many 
of the lower-paid workers to a strug¬ 
gle to make ends meet that could only 
result in continuous distress—or wage 
demands. And although the unions 
have done their best to keep the 
brakes on, many groups of workers 
have forced the issue and won 
increases. 

Couple [his with the knowledge 
^t, thanks to their efforts To 
increasing producciun, those who live 
on the profits from their labours are 
doing ven^ well, and the present 
growdi of unrest—the end of the 
patient period^ — is easily understood. 

Oe-RatitmJng a Fine Excuse 
In these circumstances, the T U C 
were quite obviously beginning to feel 
more and more uneasy. They realised 
they could not much longer bold m to 
the wage-freeze however much the 
Government might continue to de¬ 
mand it. ^ hen, therefore, the reemt 
wave of de-raiionjog came, it pre¬ 
sented the union bosses with iust the 
excuse they needed and they have now 
declared the wage-freeze ended^ut 
with stem warnings against “wobcs 
scrambles . ^ 

Ap^aling to individual unions to 
show' ‘ good sense and reasonahJeniess” 
in the claims, the General Council 
will set up a special pmeJ of its 
Economic Committee to “vet" 
claims in regard to ihe 
economy as a whole. 

The whole period has been a very 
mter^tmg one. It has shown us very 
clearly how, in the nmjiuig of a 
^piu^si State, so-called SodaJists 
and Imde Unionists arc forced to 
maintain and even intensify the ex¬ 
ploitation of the workers. For, of 
course, ihal exploitation is the 
of capitalist societ)'. It is an abso¬ 
lutely mcscapable necessity for the 
running of the State, and it makes 
no difference at all whether industry 
is nationalised or private—in fact the 
eifare State itself may well call for 
greater exploitation, since all itg 
cumbersome machiner>' has to be paid 
for by the efforts of the proportion¬ 
ately smaller number of productive 


^ge 

narionai 


workers. 


P.S. 
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THE LIBERTARIAN 
the CHURCHES 


freedom 


and 


TN writfns of ifie role of (he Church in 
^ ihe political and soda! dcvelopmeni 
which is proceeding in the present cen¬ 
tury^ ii is impcTfani firsi of all to be 
quite clear in our minds what we are 
discussing, Clearly, the libertarian is not 
dtjnccrned with attacking Christian beliefs 
as such, since the first foundation of his 
own attitude lies on the assumption that 
every man should be free to believe what 
he likes and to express that belief freely. 
Without mutual tolerance there can be 
no liberty, and it is only where those 
who profess Chrisiian beliefs abandon the 
principle of individual conviction and seek 
to establish authority that the libertarian 
can logically attack them. Therefore his 
quarrel is not with Christianity as . a 
doctrine, or with those who profess it 
individually,, but with those organisatons 
wich jeeli to institutionalise religion into 
disciplined patterns of thought and action, 
and hence to establish a spirituah intel¬ 
lectual and even physical hierarchy. To 
a minority of Christians these criticisms 
do not apply, and some of these like the 
followers of Tolstoy can even be accepted 
as libertarian in their own attitude to¬ 
wards individual freedom. 

Organised religion presents us with a 
bewildering variety of churches, sects, and 
other organisations, all seeking to estab¬ 
lish their more or less limited degrees of 
authority over those who adhere to their 
creeds, all demanding some degree of 
doctrinal untfnrrnity and obedience to the 
sectarian hierarchy. All these sects are 
dangerous, in so far as they weaken the 
sertse of individual judgment and help lo 
induce a form of institutionalised thinking 
which makes their membem more amen¬ 
able to authority in its physical forms. 
Each in its small w:ay is a mirror of the 
State and, like faithful children, the 
great majority^ of religious organisations, 
as well as most of their members arc 
ministers, support the State in its times 
of crisis. Some, indeed, like the Church 
of England, are openly and avowedly 
State churches, but even the nominally 
independent groups are hardly nvore back¬ 
ward in their support when the system 
of authority to which they are attached is 
endangered, cither by CKternal attack or 
internal rebellion. 

The majority of Protestant churches 
are the outcome of various stages in the 
devTlopmcnt of capitalism. They were 
originally the organisations which sancti¬ 
fied the rise of the middle-class, from the 


Ihth to the ]9tb centuries, and gave it a 
sense of divine mission. To-day, they 
remain tike tide marks of the historic 
movements which produced them. Cal¬ 
vinism, in particular, w^ith its teaching 
of predestination, gave the wealthy a 
comtoning belief that their condition of 
material superiority was ordained by God 
and [hat they had no fundamenial res¬ 
ponsibility to the underdog, whose abase¬ 
ment also was fore-ordained. Similarly, 
the various Erastian religions, like 
Anglicanism and Lutheranism, sanctified 
the new national States which arose out 
of the break-up of the semi-ioiernationa] 
society of the Middle Ages. 

It is charactcrlsLic of the Protesiani 
churches, except for a few visionary 
sects of slight membership and influence, 
that they have always been in a subsidiary 
position' towards ihe ruling economic 
and puli heal interests. While they have 
serv^ed such interests'—as Anglicanism, 
Calvinism, Congregationalism and Me¬ 
thodism have all done in iheir turn— 
they have often been endued with a kind 
of translated vigour, but they have never 
thriven independently, and where the 
Protestant churches remain of any im¬ 
portance to-eby, they arc so by virtue of 
their imegration with the existing system 
of domination. 

But the actual power and influence of 
Frotesiant sects has declined radically 
from the last century. Froiestanitsm, 
based on doubt of Catholicism, was itself 
particularly susceptible to doubt, and the 
ruling classes quickly tended to lose re¬ 
liance on it as (heir main means of 
ideological support when it was subjected 
to damaging forms of criticism. Furallel 
systems of thought began to give that 
support in theory and myth which every 
sysiem of authority finds essentia] for its 
continuance. Scientific materialism, itwlf 
the most important enemy td Christian 
thought, gave its own support lo capiial- 
istn, and the State through Huxley's ex¬ 
treme preaching of ihe inesdtabilEiy of the 
struggle for existence. Nationalism, 
blossoming to full vigour in the period 
after lfl48, gave new ideological symbol¬ 
isms. The rise of pseudo- scientific racial 
doctrines prepared the way for a situation 
in which Hiller could create a national 


Gci*tii*d f§instaniey 


^HE only period of VTinsianley’^s life 
about which much is known is that 
in which he was lewder of the Digger 
Ttwvemetiii namely the years 1649 and 
IhSC. 

Viiuianky was born in 1609 at Wigan. 
At the age ^ twenty he went 10 London 
and served an apprenticeship in the cloth 
trade. Fourteen years later he left 
London and went to Cobham in Surrey. 
At iome time prior to 164S he met 
William Everard, an ardent leveller (the 
levclkn were a grernp of men who, 
aj iht umt of Ihe English Civil War* 
advocated Poliiical Democracy on the 
bails of universal manhood suffrage). 
Everard was probably an important 
factor in turning Winatanley's thought* 
±rom religion, which ^d once mono- 
poliied them, to politJct. fn January, 
1649 Wimtanl^ j irjici which 

comfafned religjous ideas of a struggle 
<*1 reaion and nginoouvnci* agxiinat 


relfilhocn, wiih ,hf AnarchLiil- 

<Aiinmuniii ihcomi which arc charac- 
Ufiiiw of his latff writings. In ihri 
itan Winatanlcy i#ys: — 

1 have now obeyed the command of 
W'hjch bid me dcekre all this 
^«d. I have declared it and I will 

by my pen. And when 

People to manure and 
thJ^ , *** ctiiTunon landi, I will 
to » in niy aetton. 

bwt ifKi taking 

- iiKrthcr. . . r have an inward per¬ 


suasion that the spirit of the poor shall be 
drawn forth ere long, to ad materially 
this law of righteousness." 

In April, 1649, this programme was 
put inlo action nn St. Georges Hill, near 
Qobham. Here twenty to thirty poor men, 
under the leadership of Win Stanley, began 
so dig and sow the wasteland. They 
invited the local populace lo come in and 
(otu them, promising them food and 
drink and clothing From the very begin¬ 
ning of their cxpcrinteni, however, the 
Diggers met with hoitiliiy. In the first 
w eek they w ere a Hacked by a mob, of 
over one hundred people, which destroyed 
the tool* of the Diggers and burnt down 
a'house which has been built by them. 

Despite this hostility, Winstanley's fol¬ 
lowers continued with their work^ but 
ioon (heir activities were brought to the 
noiicc of the Council of State and the 
Surrey J.F.'b were ordered to take 
measures against ihcm. 

Two troops of horse were dispatched 
10 St. Georges Kill to investigate what 
was happening^ ihe Diners were Facifisis 
and allowed the soldiers to carry of! 
MFinstarjky and Everard lo London, in 
order to explain their action personally 
lo Genera) Fairfax. An interview be- 
(wcen Vtimtanlcy, Evened and Fairfax 
took place* a few days later the Diggers 
were driven from iheir land, although 
they Mxin managed to return. They were, 
however, subjecicd to continual act* of 
vioknee from the local landowners who 
haw that ilie Digger movement was a 
direct challenge to the "rights’ of pru- 
peny. Time and lime again the Diggers' 
seeds were uprooted and iheir tonis 
destroyed. 
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The Diggefs struggled on through 1649 
but in March, 1650, they were finally 
driven aw^aVi so they removed the entire 
settlement to a nearby heath- The forces 
of order were determined, however* that 
the Diggers should be given no peace* and 
a week before Easter a local clergyman* 
Farson Platt* led several men to the 
Digger settlement. The men set fire to 
the Digger’s houses and furniture and 
scattered iheir belongings- The Diggers 
were threatened with death of they re¬ 
turned. It is significant that the clergy 
were the greatest enemies of the Diggers. 

This ended Winstanley’s aitempi to in¬ 
troduce primitive Ajiarchist-Communism 
into England, From then onwards Win- 
stanlcy devoted himself to spreadirtg his 
opinions by means w'hich did not Include 
dtreci action. 

A rnoderaiely clear idea of Winstanley’s 
political, social and relipous views can be 
obtained from his writings. 

In Winstanley’s Glopia* government 
was to be retained. But his ideal govem- 
mem was so different from any govern¬ 
ment that has, or does exist that it hardly 
deserves the name. Farliamcnt was to 
remain, but it was to be a body elected 
by universal suflrage. Little more, in fact 
than a judicial and administrative com¬ 
mittee. 

W'lnstanley believed that a new social 
order would greatly reduce the incidence 
of crimi’a but he was under the impression 
that all types of sodciy had to he 
governed by law. iTie laws were (u be 
Ko simple, however, that ihey could be 
applied by the cummunjiy as a whole* 
without the intervention of judgci, juries, 
and all ihe other irapplng* of ‘justice’. 

Winsianiey bellevcij in the abolition of 
private pruiwriy; he i hough i 11 w ould end 
Kjciil division, lor no man would he com¬ 
pelled lo become another's wayc-ilave in 
order m niamiain hii own existence. M’hc 
culiivation ul the waste-lands was in- 
tended LO be Ihe hrtt ilen luwurds ihii 
aholiuim of property. Winsianley be¬ 
lieved however, that ii was a step which 
could be accoinpinicd wkhin ihc Irante- 
work ol the existing order, and without 
prejudice to the landlords. 

In common with other men of ihe 
l7Lh century, Wmslanley at lint saw the 
world Irotn a purely religious point of 
view. I'tir Win Stanley, however, God was 
nut i peraonaL cleily bui a “FirRl prin- 
cipk through the recogniiion ol which 
men may bee nine awure ol the esseniial 
unity and harmony ill the Universe. That 
ipuJt mauircKls Jtscll in men as llle spirit 
td love and flishLeoutiiefs which enables 
(hem lo tivc fn SlU'c uoJ harmony with 
llj<lr teltowk. An. iridividual becomes 
Mmsciou* of the prtifner ot God in him- 
! ill when he hits (.unquered hii desire tnr 
maurixl plcarorck nuturc »ilri*hne»s 


ALL 


and the 
Ireland* 


ideology that had no need for Christian¬ 
ity, white the mesvianic element in Marx’i 
historical doctrines was later to provide 
a synthetic religion for the rulers of 
Russia. 

In these conditions* surrounded by bo 
many nwre potent systems of symbolism, 
the Protestant tradition has declined in 
most countries 10 a secondary servant of 
the ruling class, of little intrinsic power 
of danger. Occastonally an individual 
Protestant or a small group within some 
Church will bccoinc uncomfortably aware 
of the import of some of the original 
Christian teachings and take a radical 
course of action* but such rebellions have 
little weight, and in general the Protestant 
Churches can be taken as wholly sub¬ 
sidiary to mling-clasj interests, and 
dangerous only as servants of political 
authorities. 

The case of Catholicism is* how¬ 
ever, somewhat difiercni* and here the 
libertarian faces an institution of vast 
experience and a power which* far from 
being impaired, is steadily increasing. 
The Roman Church* ihroughout its 
historv, has always fought lo make itself 
an independent temporal power; m the 
Middle Ages, using the potent weapons 
of interdict and excommurn canon, it 
mainuined a struggle which was usually 
successful against those rulers who tried 
to challenge its cKtra-tcrriiorial auihonty 
within their own realms, and it succeeded 
in keeping its place throughout this long 
era as an international body wielding 
temporal as well as spiritual authority. 

During the Reformation the Church 
indeed lost strength as a result of ns 
own inner corruption and the combined 
assault of philosophical scepticism and 
the political alliance of nationalts* kings 
and rising middle-class financiers. But 
the success of the Reformation in 
Northern Europe had the eifea of 
causing a loudening in the Roman 
attitude; the Counter-Reformation and 
rise of the Jesuit order purged away the 
rot that had entered the old mediaeval 
structure, and closed the ranks of the 
Church for a struggle that was to be 
waged by every means at its disposal- 
Thc immediate result was the consolida¬ 
tion of Catholicism in Spain and Italy, 


and greed ..." 

Winsianley also identified God with 
reason; towards the end of one of his 
pamphlets, “The Saint's Paradise’’, he 
says: — 

“The spirit that will purge mankind is 
pure reason . . . Though men esteem this 
word reason loo mean a word to set forth 
the father by, yet it is the highest name 
that can be given to him." However, he 
never supported organised religion and 
was always bitterly anti-clerical. He 
clearly saw ihat state-supported religion 
had always been one of the strongest 
bulwarks of the existing order. 

As time went by, ^inatanley slowly 
abandoned the theological framework in 
which his social theories had at first 
been contained. In his last work, " The 
Law of Freedom’", his attiiude is almost 
pu^y materialistic. 

Fbahcis King. 


same, it would hardly be 
to consider Winstanley's 


the 

correct _. . - 

The Law of Freedom as uh anarchisiio 
work, Ktih in Otwrseerj, Soldiers, Task¬ 
masters, £xteusioncrs, Judges and 
Parliameni. — Ed.=i. 


winning back of France and 
where ifi= Proittianti had 
irTumpficd temporarily. Jncidcnttlly* in 
the process, the Church intrcHfu^d into 
European politics » method of mtef. 
national infiltration by a group of leiktj 
which IS to-day used by the Coramuntit 
Pope of Russia. 

From the Counicr-Rc/ormatiofi Jie 
policy of the Church of Rome bectme 
clear, and it has remained unchanged, h 
has been to consolidate and expand ihe 
Church as an imernational organisation 
with complete spiritual and tem^] 
power. For this purpose ihe Church hai 
entered into every allixTice that appe^cd' 
convenient* and* possessing an adoptifif 
instead of an hereditary hierarchy, 
contrived to retain a resilience and a e _ 
linued efficiency which more rigid system*] 
have lacked. Monarchies have died, 
dictators have fallen* but the Cathoi 
church has continued, and to-day* 
again* is strengthening its hold in 
pans of the world. In England* 
instance, long a stronghold of ProtM 
i*.m, the Roman Catholic Churcb 
possesses a larger nurnber of 
members than even the Chut^ 
England* and many disLin|uiriied i 
lectuals have cnLered its fold 
years. 

The spread of Caiholldsm, i 
the icmporal power of the Va 
only be countered if it is underi 
the sole object of the Roman f 
the furtherance of hs own i— 
authority. The Church of 
support various political ruleni,’ 
for its own convenience; it 
wholly committed, will fight agaJ 
ruling-class creed, like Nazism " 
munism, that appears a major i 
its own powen* and will desert i 
without hesitation, as it did Fas 
Italy when rhe Allies triumphed. 

Nor 15 the Church of Rome evdi.J 
mitted necessarily to the 
politica.1 conservatism. In Spain 
licism is reactionary* in France ! 
it is “Christian Socialist’”* in T 
even assumes a kind of fake lib 
jsm, talking in broad terms 
violibility of the individual. 

Canada it can be seen in the 
transition from advocacy of the i 
ary Quebec capitalists to supp 
radical movement among ih 
Canadian workers. Justificati 
pretended radicalism was 
provided as early as the latter ycj 
past century, in such ambigui 
nouncements as Rmou No'/an 

Because of its adapta,bility* 
is an tniematconsl organisation* I 
represents the one living and m 
rcligious^ body, because it is 
social tendencies and able 
protective colouring* because 
capable of advocating fasct« 
country and aomc parody of fw 
io another, the Roman Caihon 
is the most dangerous single 
in the world to-day, and the 
should always remain conscious 
fact. A Catholic writer once m 
10 me that he thought the day 
come when Fascism and. Comnr 
alike would be things of the pasL ' 
when the last struggle for the 
man would take place between Cathj 
cism and Anarchism. His vision waj 
haps over-simplified, but at leaar 
recognise the fact that the Call 
Church represents the prototype ^ 
human authority and that iia prciensi 
are incompatible with the hopes of ih 
who seek the fullest and most fru|f 
freedom of relationships between tnart i 
man. 

Geoigi Wooococx. 
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July Sih, 1950 


lilirfl is Russia? 


*‘TV'/Traf is so tad m mi oid revolt 
Or tntn witkoui ic€ih} 

They bir the world with fkejr teeth 
But iheir gums bkd te> death 
S 123 ?, what js to sad . * 

—iroui a poem of ihe early fprdes. 

I 

/^N iVUfcli at 8.30 p.m.j in New 
^ York’s Webster HaJl^ before an 
fludience of around 2,(K)Clj an historic 
event took place. Earl Browder, gencraJ- 
secretary ol the CPUS A from 1930-44 
JECt MaJt Shachtman head of the ISL 
(fonnerliy WP), TroiskytK and iheoreti- 
dan of bureaucratic collectivism in debate 
on open plaifonn; the subjea; Is Russia 
a Sodalist Community? 

; ^ What was phenomenal about this was 
imt for the past 20 years Stalinists have 
Sid a poli^’ of never debaiine Troi^tes. 
Jk sure risn of courage and conviction.) 
Bui, of course, Browder was no longer a 
^[Ccnufiunist (a Stalinist, that is). He had 
Jcicked out of his post and expelled 
%thc party and finally relieved of a 
Kff ^non-pa.'iy job as book agent for 
Lu^«n press. He was in disgrace, a 
the imperialists’\ He was the 
he of Oie right^ohented strategy 

year!,. The thing is, he prob* 
■^Iteved it and to bold to ones 
ihc CP means to pay for them. 

r j^fnybow, Browder should want to 
after all these bitter 
iju- in s 4 cw of the anudpaied 
awvfspcctcd him to geO was 
j^jpe^ined. The most interesting 
,E^n being; Browder had a death 
Mfid before passing on, wished to tar 
rJtlyHh iheTrotskyilc brush as a last 
10 the party —a la the Trials at 


11 

Began by giving the classical 
the Maman schetnc of the 
Vtohip between development of tcch^ 
r ^tbd the unfolding of socialism, 
led in -.’s how Russia had 
hhead”. He apologised for the 
the standard of living has lagged 
te Ibai "All Russia is an Artny”. 
mtcmic gain± CDnsequenlSy take 
Sk; (1) Accumulation of New- 
Educatio'n (3) Security: 
Utitery, Planes, Tanks, Atom 
Me tDlerjectcd the Cold War 
pic of the night—Shacht- 


man later oflercd to dgbaic this on 
another night), and said he was for 
ihe Co-Ex fcsicnce of the two systems. He 
pointed to the co-existenct of American 
slave-bolding and capiattist society for 
1 00 years, (He forgets it was a co¬ 
existence based on a mutual agreement to 
exploit each his separate tract. He also 
seems to have forgotten that the. co¬ 
existence finally ended in a gigantic and 
terribly bloody war. 

“Every new faaory i? a step toward 
sodalism,"' said Browder. (And what 
about I he A-bomb plant at Oak Ridge, 
Mr. Browder?) 

Ill 

Shachtman began: 'Tve waited a long 
time for this." He regretted the fact that 
it was not the present general secretary 
of the CP but 'Beggars can’t be 
choosers.” 

Shachtman gave ftij defimiion of 
socialism: — 

1. Communal ownership of the means 
of production. 

2. Demcetaiie comroL 

3 . Abolition of classes, 

4. Production for use. 

5. Abundance as a pre-requisite for 
the freeing of man. 

He granted a growth in industry but 
showed that rates in the U.S. and Japan 
had been just as high, higher or almost 
as high. Did this make U.S. or Japan 
socialist? 

He claimed real wages had declined. 

He showed that the ratio in the 
workers’ esmp alone between lowest and 
highest paid was 50 or bO to L 

He told of Lenin’s principle of 
wages.: bureaucrats, lechniciaus and 

functionaries 10 be paid the average wage. 

(A shout fram the audience: Hok much 
did Trafsky ^et?) 

He showed how the Bureaucracy re¬ 
ceived 100 rimes the average worker's 
wage (ihroughouT he used only official 
Stalinisi sources: Pravda, lipestia, etc.—• 
Browder never challenged one of his 
starisrics), “100 limes the average wage,” 
Bhachiman shouied, "Is this Socialism?” 

"Go peddle your Socialism to the 
Feniagcn Building I” 


icouen 

THE 
>CES$ 

kROISAIION 

man told of an advertiic- 
lay before asking for 300 
_ ^ aew parachutes. When 
£tpp|j.cams arrived they sorted 
hired 23, which was all they 
"sE firm place. Any who were 
- TrotT 20 or weighed more ihan 
wme noi warned. He added; 
E ^ontan I know who is abcui my 
E hiL had thiny yean’ experience 
I could nw let a look in there, 
pcciple'i got 10 be all cpnc size 
| 1 ^>~ and 1 suppose pretty soon 
them 10 all look juit alike.” 
L* Htnnacy ifi Caihvite 
IT: (U-SA.), Juno, 1930. 

Sg to the other 

EME 

[B^rtranc! k . ujd lO-day the 
pupuiiT.’T iii iniftasing loo 

; should be urivcful uwHrnci- on 
BtroJ pcnaliHt IcT ibOK with 
diildrm 

Chri.nit, 27/0/5U, 

IN RUSSIA ONLY 

t 1 find II»»* deprr r.if juid 
aa atKMjL the ^ tun* 11 

ilflTrfhit*- wiibejJ .- mpyi uo 
*’^,jrtrward method* cd nv dern 

. 

HE 

irniuwn. Tctoh - . 

£. «»"/ -- 

IT IT INTO 

I bclKVC, JOd I M” *“ ^ 

(wn pmoMl which lo 

worn plaot ^ a 

orni -nyonc^ parucularly i T 

rSr Jualice Humphne* in 

^ER SINCE 

Srvro professors ds-rged 

vOTTuprini the vou^ ol Portugal 

se b.« gaoled 11 Oimbra. 

St-::- Cw»L«fcf#, 24/^ 5*. 


^ Book, 

individu,!-, “ 5 “ tht 

.'S.. “«<*■ 

oper.i. on (his slog,„t 

paying cninpnsc or give i, oo "* * 

He raenooned the .hon,i,Jtfc housing, 
desenbed a prospeo o( nt„ 
com ruaion ra Moscow (eawring 
vam 5 room m the apartmeiit * 

He cited the sharp decline in the 
posmon of woman’s freedom. The re 
actionary reform of the divora 
mother medals. 

He spoke of the fetish of Nationalism 
and reminding Browder that he (Browder) 
bimse lf had on two separate occasions 
IW in World War I and as CP’er in 
early World War 11 ) spent some time as 
a fellow worker in a nationalised enter¬ 
prise, namely the Federal penitentiaries 
at Leaveijwonh and Atlanta, Ga. 

He «id that over 95% of the CEC of 
the Bolshevik Party in 1917 had been 
liquidated and that even if (which we 
don’t) accept the traitor-spy explanation 
of Stalin, that if we accept Sulin's ex¬ 
planation then there must have been 
something awful rotten in the Kingdom of 
the Russias to ctruje tried revoIutiDnaries 
to betray in that extent- 

Shachiman ended with a question direct 
to Browder as to what if 5ulin-boy did 
come over here; “Who would be the first 
to get a bullet in his head, Fcm or /?” 

"That,” he said, "woud be a spurring 
proposiriour" 

He then cited the files of the iotmer 
general secretaries of the CP of Hungary, 
Roumania, Albarja, Bulgaria. 

He leaned sidewise, he stretched his 
arm and pointed a taut finger at Brow^dcr; 
“There, but for an aeddent of geography, 
stands a co'rpse.” 

IV 

In his rebutul Browder pointed to 
progress in Poland compared with decay 
in Italy, He spoke of France and showed 
how the standard of living was declining 
in Western Europe. Shachtman had 
talked about tea and soap, showing there 
was less pradoced per capila in prc'- 
WWll Russia than in pre-WWl Russia. 
Browder countered with some contrary 
figures on shoes and textiles. (Maybe 


flw* ■ «krli- RetMite - 

BROWDER 

Vs. 

SHACHTMAN 

Browder is right about the shoes and 
lexiiles. Who can tcl! in the welter of 
lie^ th^n Soviet statistics are? (And then 
there was that story about a bowl of 
lentils (but again why he so sman in the 
face of suffering). 

Browder denied that immediate con¬ 
sumption could be the only role of an 
advancing ecenomy. He said Shachtman 
for wanting this was a reactionary, 
Utopian, clerical Christian socialist. He 
said the means to socialism was being 
created in the USSR, and that socialism 
leads to democracy. 

In his rebuttal and in his answer to 
the guesricms about Italy snd France, 
Shachiman told this story; 

"An American vistioir went lo Russia. 
In Moscow be was shown the subway. 
He looked. 'Look at ihe tiled floor,’ said 
the guide, 'Wonderful, eh?' 

" ‘I’d like to see the iraina. When is 
the next train due?^ 

"’Look here at these murals-’ 

"‘Where are the trains?’ said the 
visitor. 

" 'Look at these toilets,' said ihc guide, 
’flush toilet;.' 

" ‘Yeah, but where are the trains?' 

“ ‘Trains, trains,' said the guide^— 
'Hf''A 4 ir about the tkarecreppers in the 
South}' ” 

Shachtman said Socialists should ask 
two questions when they talk about pro¬ 
gress mward socialrsm: (I) Is standard of 
living of the ma.sses going up? ( 2 ) Is 
State coercion going down? 


In his Re-REbuttu], Browder said ihai 
the USSR is i,iM>0 times more demo¬ 
cratic than the so-called deiivocrarics of 
the Test and urged us to look upon and 
forgive the sins of the USSR as those 
of “a mobilised army”, 

'’Shachtman is in the service of the war 
mongers." 

“The NAM would be pleased with my 
opponent’s speech to-night.” 

VI 

What can one say to all this? Btood 
under the bridge. Where stood Trotsky 


REPORT ON NIGERIAN MASSACRE 


T he Commission of Inquiry which 
was set up to investigate the causes 
of the shooting at Enugu in Nigeria, last 
November when the police opened fire on 
a crowd of African miners, killing twenty- 
one, has now published its report. 

Two paints in the report are of 
particular interest. The first is that the 
Commission does not accept police 
evidence that the crowd was armed: 

■■We arc forced to the conclusion that 
the only weapons possessed by the miners 
were Slicks, which they always carry for 
walking on the sloping ground, and the 
implements of mining, such as pick- 
handles and picks. 

"Thai crowd was assembled there for 
some hours, and yet there appears to have 
been no attempt to use force against the 
police. Noe one policeman was mtured, 
dot one missile was thrown at them. 


such disproportionate and extravagant 
gifts, while he may still enioy their con¬ 
fidence, is utterly unworthy of the trust 
and responsibility which must be given 
TO a trade union leader.” 


NO FREE DISCI SSION 
IN RL SSIA—STALIN 




Near the magarine door there were three 
policemen cue off. ft is true ihai there 
is some evidence that they were struggling, 
but if the crowd were bent on uaing force 
aeamst ihe police, nothing could have 
saved those police from grare injury, 
whereas in fact they tioi imurcd at 
ill. yet rbl* was one of the mam i^n- 
inhutory factors which decided Mr. 

»ijte that the report made by the po ice 
m the Chief ('.ommiiWDner that the police 
were ina-cked by a loi of armed imners 
was noi lubsiantiated by the evidence. 

What an unlair blow at the inlallibillty 
ul the police, whu the repuri, politely, of 
uAJ/scp calli limn and perjurers I 

J hc srtwvd poini ol^ mtereSE fa an 
auaiJt by iht tUjm/iUMithn the in- 
fsJhhility of ihc wiifkeri' leaders. I l*fV 
wtrr raiiaficd that » greaJ deal of ilic 
■nduiirial lensiuc at hisufu was caused by 
"the uncfly unstirupukiua manner m 
which OjijT ua/-J bis powoon as lecfeiary 
of the union ui jncjcate hi* iflfli«in;e and 
ifupiovf hii pcTH-nal pcwJlJon R wy*- 


''E arc always being assured by Com¬ 
munists that in Russia there is 
complete freedom of dlscussiDn at all 
levels both in the factory as well as m 
the more exalted scientific drcloa. They 
still maintained this position in spjie of 
the Lysenko £*f(rire. But whai do they 
now say sinct no less a person than 
comrade Stalin himself has spoken—and 
to the eflect that there is no freedom 
of discussion in Russia on scientific 
questions? 

The Daily VTorker did not publish 
Stalin’s article, and only passing reference 
lo it is made in their Moscow corres¬ 
pondent's repon of another article in an 
issue of the Boitchevikf "the leading 
theoretical journal of the Soviet Com¬ 
munist Party”, Bui even this report 
makes certain interesting admissions. 

"Bahehevik says that certain scientists. 
Instead ol using atguments and scientific 
imEhs against those who disagree with 
them, 'prefer revenge on them through 
adminisErative channels'." And he com- 

mems Ehas " 1 e will certainly blow h^ a 

fresh wind through ihe corridors of shose 
Bcieniiflc insiituEions 
/Ifl/iffteni*, free discusston 

E^eriah ¥, nitrely because in «»me pa^ 
* 
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We nft noE at all iii.preM*d by e^ 
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wJirf' ... j.J Ani kiraiirll inilialCj 


and the arts in Russia, Stalin wrote; 

“A regime has prevailed which is alien 
eo science and men of science. The 
slightest crilidsm of the SEate of aflairs 
in Soviet linguistics, even the most timid 
aiEempt to critidsc the so-called ’’new 
doctrine” in linguistics, was persecuted 
and suppressed . . , Valuable linguistics 
workers and researchers were dismissed 
from iheir posts or demoted for being 
critical of N. V. Man’s heritage or ex¬ 
pressing the slightest disapproval of his 
teachings. Linguists were appointed to 
leading posts not on their merits but be¬ 
cause ot [heir unqualified acceptance of 
N. Y. .Marr’s theories." 

What a damning admission by the Red 
pope himself! And to have made such 
a siatcment, which must seriously jeopar¬ 
dise the propaganda efforts of Russia’s 
fifth column throughout the world, ia 
surely an indication of the extent to which 
the rot has set in, and how widespread 
is corruption in Riissid^ to-day, and the 
fear amongst men of science to state 
honestly what they believe to be the truth, 
Slialm, somewhere in his siaiemcni, 
writes: ‘‘Save us from N. Y, Marts 
Marxism!” Vt'ho knows, perhaps one day 
the Russian people will wake up and save 
themselves from Stalin’s infallibility. 

* 

DEFINITION OF A 
lERRORISr 

A RbUTER report from 
^ [23/<i/SO) state* that ‘The tir»E 
woman ^ condemned under .Malaya* 
einv^IJncy regulations was sentenced to 

Mpn-.'.!.. .,.d .M. IN '••T.i;:/.; 

wCiiUhy Chifvese mercham, and was ac 
iused of pusessing a fiand-gtenadc, 

■Tivc eSwr ChitWie were executeJ at 
I'uiki ii>-4a> An official communique sa d 
Ihiy Mtie '-ugh. .fi« sharp fi|hE with 

h'ti liv laic to^f rtneii? And who are 
Lhe Ecmirisii. ihose wh*' f»f sess 1 h^d- 
urenade or those wfwi^ condemn 10 tfceaih 
for p^Mievring tshc w*, not even 
accused of • hand-BrenaJe? 

OKW I LLS -niDDCIilT 
roi jcir* AT WORK, 1950 

.N'eivi Ckranhi* i2b 6 id) reporli 
* Ili 4 t "More than Mikl displaced per- 
hons were detained atvcird the ship in 
New York hdrbtiiUir until they had signed 
dcela rat tuns ihiE they uere not Coin- 
mumsis, as required hy new United 
.Siati" Saw, . . j 

.‘■'rhey also had to swear ihat ihcy had 
never betonged to any ol the more than 
mo organisaliont Sisted as subversive. 

1 JMr.RT*»l.vN. 


at Kronstadt.= ShachLman and gibersjn 
the WP have admitted' that perhaps sonw 
“mistakes" were made. Of cot^rs^, ihc 
W? (ISL) is not even 
Trotskyist party. The Old Mori 
having read them out in I^ 7 ^' - . 

indepcndecice of the "old men ^ 

emphasis on democracy, »rid ilic>r 
cem with the problem of bureaucracy 
cncQumging factors. 

On The other hand, what of Browder? 
Gray and worn, he dinis to his ideas an 
his life-long hope—seemingly he So 
down to ihc grave with them and if ne 
has his wish—possibly it will be dug by 
Staltn's slave-labourers. 

The crowd at the meeting '^’*5 ^ 

class reunion of the left commumsis w 
the past two decades.” Yup, it 
home night (but there was no home to 
come home to, was there?) ^ ' 

Thus, even in the world Trotskyist move^ 
ment (an inflniEesimal sect), ihe theory o 
supporting the USSR as a degenerated 
workers* state” is the major point of view. 

In the U.S. this fraction is at Imsi twice 
as strong (numerically). The Trotkyret 
moYement of England and France seems 
10 be declining. 

These new ideas of the impcflancc of 
democracy and pcrsonahiy as opposed to 
technic and "hisrory”s seem incviiably to 
burst the shcJI of Marxism. 

Shachtmanites claim that Marxism 
means that one mu.st be ready to scrap 
old hypotheses and accept new better ooca 
even if these afe anti-Marx's writiogs and 
predicrions or go into areas Marx never 
considered. If one wishes, I suppr>se cme 
can still call this Mapeism. [Browder, tori, 
was a MarxisE-^iid eo me wirh his 
straight technical line he sounded more 
like one) but, of course, it matters not 
what one calls it. ’What matters is what 
wc do, think and feeL 

Perhaps if wc asked ourselves what we 
warn to do to-morrow, we’d get a better 
idea of what soetalism is. 

VII 

Everyone had come with great expecU- 
lions. I left disappointed. After all, 
what did it matter: one Stalirusi stiff kepi 
his illusions, in spite of everything (that 
was kind of terrifying thooigh). Yet one 
fell that the real problcnu; lay elsewhere. 

Jack GalleGO. 


Mn Hrief: 

Two Exploit QUA in Spain 
A military powder magazine exploded 
near Valladolid ten days ago. .A week 
before, a similar dump blew up near 
Barccluna. 

Hend'huntinjf in Albania 
Eight alleged Yugoslav Troeskyite spies, 
including one woman, went on trial before 
an Alhantan miiitaiy court in Dunes 
on June lOlh, the official agency ATA 
reported from Tirana. 

The eight were charged with espionage 
and sabotage, spedfically in connection 
with The railways. 

—And Farmosa 

June lOth.^A military firing squad 
executed four persons, including a woman., 
convicted as ringleaders of the Chinese 
Gommunlsi underground on Formosa. 

The four were arrested in a spy louad- 
up last February and March, and the 
executions camc less than half-an-hour 
after the group had been sentenced. 
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nltitf in Ittunuturity ? 

^ AmdfcpH.-an TTiali^. fiftLitn**!? of tfisvirdiiatH 


^ t «iic defines one’* lerms there 
no scientific b»*i* for 
c*f ^ tefniTTing fashionable lo re- 
n*f^' s«-^P other than 

gjpl anv J^-onceamou* one as im- 

niitufe the characienstics of the 

And Also ii the akemai.ve 

ooitos to one single perma- 

to oecesssrily. friquem ctango 

oi jblc to make observations 

human sooety past and 
ah might be possible to throw 
ContToversv^ 
.!Si[ however, we are presented 
dot ofcscts'aiJorJi on both stde^ 
iSb^ret Mead’s studies of Pacific 
e.i^> Kinsev Report on the 


KinseyRepo^ 


American male, findings of psychiatrists, 
wardens of remand homes, and so On, 

That marital fidelity may 6c the 
characteristic of the immature (defining 
immaturity as a regression to an earlier 
phase of life) can scarcely be denied— 
one is always coming up against “stable" 
married people (one’s aunts, perhaps) who 
are almost infantiEe, and unmarried anar¬ 
chists in free unions devoid of possessis'e- 
ncss who seem to have reached a more 
advanced stage of evolution. 

Jealousies, temper, tantrums, etc., arc 
oft*n characteristics of the foiihfui partner 
of a marriage, who is unable to bear the 
sight of the serene vitality of the one who 
is having other contacts- 

M. 


The Inlernatioiial Congress 


We ttjptinue below publication of translations of tbe resolu- 
ttons nfliueniotiiiiifll Anarchist Congress held in Parts last 

November, 


anarchism and 

SLARXISM 


r E rcasDDS for the predominance of 
□i^j^t, rather than anarchisi in¬ 
fluence WDKig the working masses and 
inroag manv intellectuals, are, we beheye, 

^ ^ principle types: those which 
freni oertflin defieiennes m OUr own 
sfuvirics, and those which result from 
tbfi uctics employed by the marxists. 

In order to clarify our examination and 
the omdusitros which on be drawn from 
it, wc berin with a consideration of the 
Koed reasons, 

I. Thi miihcritarian characur of marx^ 
iym coDtrider en'iA habits of ottdience 
i/f the masses. 

Since its appearance as a social doc¬ 
trine, marxisTn has offered to the masses 
I soiiitioii of the social problem through 
1 “peoples" or ‘'proletarian" SiaiCt and 
later, thro'jgh a socialist government. The 
individual tnan is considjcred incapable of 
this task. He prefers to obey those who 
think and ot^nise for him. This 
Statist spirit coincides with nmntist 
ataboritarianisiin. 

2. Toidmcy top^srds i6e least risk and 
the Uasi eSon. 

The revolutionary tactics and direct 
aaioo envisaged by the anarchists, imply 
Struggle, repression and suffering. The 
conquest of public authority (parliaments, 
nniiiidpatities, etc.), as envisaged by 
fflarxism, rapidly becomes refonnist,, pre¬ 
tending to realise socialism while avoiding 
the dfanger qf repressions and suffering. 
Inevitably tMs tactic has attracted many 
Supporters. 

3- Poriiire rerufij^ ei!£iE ihoush devia- 
fioinji fn^ reformist. 

It is indisputable that, in those coim- 
iiics whflx the psychology of the masses 
not been rcvolurionary. North and 
Central Europe and. Britain, for example, 
there have been ameliorations in the con- 
di^ of the workers. The “rights of 
labour , ths shnrtening of hours of work, 

™ five-day better conditions in 

lacictfies, worksbopi and mines, social > 
u^rftnee and various social services, are ( 
01 :pMt value lo those who have benefited 
by them. These thirkgs^ particularly in 
tne coumries merjtioned, have been, to a 
or ]«s important degree, the work 
ot reformm sodahsm, often of a matxist 
tendency, 

RciormiM ^rxism thus has the ap- 
P^anoe of^ jivioj positive cesults in im- 
^laic gaiDS, however limited thev are. 
orcoycT, through their amviiies in the 


unions and in the co-opcfa lives, the 
markists have assisted in this constructive 
work, and have gained ±e greatest sup¬ 
port among the masses who have not 
realised ius reformisi character. 

4, rftf tHiflrip/idxy of laaics and shgani 
Khich ore often refortnisi and revoiwtion- 
ary at the same time, 

French sociahsm has, for a Long rime 
been composed of many tendencies, some 
revolutionary (i.e., Guesde and Allemane), 
and some refonnist Ci,e., Compers-Morell 
and Jaurts), The same thing is true of 
almost every' country. This has resulted 
in a great number of revolutionary 
workers being, in good faith, drawn 
towards mantist parties, wiihaut taking 
into account the fact that their revolu- 
Lionary elements are completely submerged 
by their reformist ones. 

5. The Mochiavelfiart and upporrimisr 
nafure of marxism has been one of the 
principU footers of its success. 

In the First International, the most 
dishonest tactics were appLed by Marx 
and Engels against the anti-authoritarian 
and federalist tendencies—a campaign of 
calumnies against Bakunin, ihe falsifica¬ 
tion of documents, a '‘rigged”^ ruajority 
in the Federal Council, the surprise ex¬ 
pulsion of their principal adversaries of 
the Left. This iniiiial Machiavelrianisin 
set the pattern for what followed- Thanks 
lo it, Lenin and his friends seized con¬ 
trol of the so^-iets which had arisen in 
the principal towns of Russia, swamped 
or eliminated ±e other revolutionary 
factions, and created with improvised 
police and armies, a stale with which they 
killed the sos'iets and imposed the rule of 
the Party. Through its worship of power 
and authority, marxism leads directly to 
fasciam. The statism and contempt for 
the individual confined La essence in 
marxist theory lead to the modern slas'ery 
of fascism whether red, brown or white. 


[The second part of this resolutlnn will 
oppciir in the eoneludiBii artlele in this 
in the next issue of Freedum.J 
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Tr*d* Uflion Club, 6rMl Kitrporl St, 
W.C.2 inmar Ulcarttr Squir, SurionJ, 


AUGUST 5ih-7th 


important 

CLOSING DATE 

In order to fdcilltaie arrsngennsnt'S 
for meals and occommoddtion, we 
find El necessary to make the 
closing date for appliceiiort 
FRIDAY, 21 St JULY. 

Any comrades applying after that 
date will have to arrange for 
their own meals. We are sorry 
but the caterers wilt not extend 
the date. 

We would be grateful If, when¬ 
ever possible, comrades would 
send the full fee (£l | when making 
application, or H this is Incon¬ 
venient, 5/- booking fee, as our 
Immediate outlay is considerable, 
A programme of lectures will be 
circulated m due course. Speakers 
so far include Alex Comfort, 
Albert Meltzer, John Hewetson* 
Sam Fanaroff, 

Admission to individual lectures 
2/-. Social 2/-. 

All communications to ;—■ 

Pat Cooper, 

613, Finchley Road, Hampstead, 
N,W.3. 


1 ROM FACE ONE ■ 


The I. L. P. and 
Tito's Regime 


vi^E are glad to note that the 
^ Sooiaiist Leader have cakeci up tbe 
criticisiiis made in ihc antcle “Yugo¬ 
slavia and the English Socialists" in ihc 
last issue of Freedom, By omitting any 
editorial comntent, the Freedom artick 
claimed ihar the Socialist Leader tariily 
underwrote BallantiucY praise of the Tito 
regime and especially of the typically 
ComuiunisL-ij'pe trade unions. In their 
comment in the last issue of the Socialist 
Leader, ihey draw our attention to their 
regular disclaimer that signed arricles do 
not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor, and accuses Freedom of "peddling 
a hne which is the very negatton" of 
fretdoin. 

By confining themselves to iMs red 
herring about freedom of expression, the 
S,L. onlv' strcngihens OUT “assumption ’ 
that thev—the ' weekly paper of the 
I.L,p.“—has in fact updcmTitien BaL 
lantineY support for Tito. The SJ., is 
the official organ of a political party, and 
we are entitled to assume that it is not 
primarily an open forum for the 
expression of tiny s’sews. Surely there- 
fore it is not unreasonable lo expect the 
Farty's organ to state its own position on 
the Yugoslav regime, even if at some 
lime it extends the hospitality of its 
columns to other points of view’. But the 
article to which we referred was promm- 
enilv displayed, and was by a leading 
member of the I.L.P,—-if we are not 
mi ski ken, a sometime Chairman of the 
Party. Wc reiierate that in the absence 
of editorial comment, a reader would 


rcasonablv e.tpect the vi^v- ' T 

represent the views of the oixiv^i . yin 
of the party of which the wnier i= a 
promiriM! imnit^r. AnJ m do wi 
this impression ckn be lightly enic^ by 
backchat about frcedoni cd' c.^tpre :: 

At the present montent the inifrc-t - -- 
the ruling-class of the Western Fi - -"’ 
lead reactionary sources to to white¬ 
wash Tito—because of his quarre! v. 
“the other side”. It is ihcrefort Fj’uMv 
important for socialists to state ihc 
position regarding Tito's regime sviih tfe; 
utmost clariEV. Thit the editorial pev 
of the S.L. was ambiguous Oti. 5 ' r d 
concern enough to vill fo-th the 
Freedotti. Our concern is only increj 
by the faa that cvm now., even in 
comment on the Freedom-! ard:' . 
SociaJ/st Leader still da nor stare ; 
or HO! they support Titot tl irr' 
editor stiii Jocj not l 
refute or accept Ballansifie’i i 
therefore put the question to ^ 
he, in fact, endorse Ballantin- 
and if so, would he answer r'. 
which we put to him and 
omitted from his quotarit— 

Freedom article, viz, ; is r- 
thai socialists ... are gOing tu 
this murderous regime of 
hJt^e they to aSmut the 
men nov: comitig up fc, a r,. 

Belgrade, charged ttilk ‘ftr- 
they attempted to pec ille^ P 
gar%-\ acre armted in Ance 
They hai'C been held zeitho-*- 
20 mcmrht." 


IMPHESSIOISIS OF «ERMA 1 \Y-J 


those with experience of the arrogance of 
the military representatives of both 
nations, but which really does not take 
much account of military probabilities. 

What the War did 

It is natural that people should be sick 
of war when one sees how terrifically it 
has Me Germany and brought down with 
a crash the whole edifice of Central 
Europe—the aftermath persists; trains 
Still bring in P.o.W.s back from Russia 
and Poland (I saw a dozen get off at a 
staricn on the Danube; they were back 
from Albania and looked as if they were 
back from hefl). The Communists h^ve, 
of course, no greater opponents than those 
who have seen what life is hke in Russia 
and sursivedj this may account for the 
reluctanioc of Stalin to allow more to 
return. Forlorn posters on the statLona 
ask the homecomers if they' have heard 
of a son or husband, '“last heard of 


''K'e have nothing to be proud of in 
contemplating rhe desoladon that has 
struck at the heart of Europe. We spent 
six years of “blood, toil, tears and sweat” 
hacking away at the pillars that held up 
our house as well. Could Hitler base 
been overthrown any other way? There 
does not seem to be any doubt about it 


now. His support rested solely on his 
■nterrutionai backing, for which the 
nari^oalism was only a cloak; nothing but 
the threat lo their own imperialisms 
forced the heads of other states to break 
with him. But they did not do so, up 
to the moment of war. 

He bad, therefore, ft six years‘ clear 
run of reasonable prosperity, the natural 
accompaniment to rearmament, plus trade 
recognition. A few years' isolation and 
his regime would have collapsed. This 
the Chamberlains and Churchills could 
not believe because they had acf^pted his 
economic principles es en when they finally 
saw where his imperialistic aims led. 

We certainly need no longer believe the 
"Black Record” phooey that the Germans 
were "all Nazis”: one can see to-day 
in Eastern Germany the whole apparatus 
of Nazidom re-created—the same mass 
parades, regulated life and uniform assent- 
Are we to assume that Eastern Germans 
are now- “all Communists”? They are 
a sxry small minority In Western Ger¬ 
many which is not under Stalin's thumb. 
Is there a biological difference between 
Germans who happen to reside on one 
point of an arbitrarily fixed line drawn 
at the whim of foreign conquerors? 

The final result of Hitlerism has been 


disastrous. As it happened, ll 
collapsed in war. After so masix >g 
mouthing about the ’'Gcrribiii 
the Nazi leaders kit them c*.,! j 
the lurch. The Fuhrer was Jeiu 
have all or nothing; he led. t|aa 
point from which there was 
for him, so he continued to the ' 
until everything was m ruins, 
there was nothing further 
committed suicide. On the 
what has been the final res 
alleged anii-Hiilente war? 
whatever has killed the Nazi n 
Nazis now have the power to 
that one hears the general conili 
of it. But war and totaliuuritg 
give the Nazi minority 
(many are reinsiaced in bmh^ 
certainly Eastern Germany u 
slightest degree better —mst ] 
worse—than it wai untier Ii*t| 
meanw'hile the insane policy i 
bombing, which was decided . 
by the Government that cani!^ J 
by the back-door in 1940, ha ^ 
the master of Europe. 


KOREA 


of f: fleet i VC clcmotTacy become 
quite tneaiiiiiitleis!^ from this 
perspective. 


r/M- f #€* the i*mopie hi Theii* 

Fgpr Has&s 


A BROADER VIEWPOINT 

Lot ii:, step b^uk a fitllo and iJ^k 
Ml the firublom from d broader riew- 
point. In J910, Kurod was annexed by 
Juifan. before then ib, people had 
Jived under a stable* static agfaridn 
sooitlj of *br kind that is eallod feudal 
m tho we*t. Property divisions 
Mbsoltii« dnd almost changeless. The 
inpss of the people were pcdHants, and 
Jihe most pedsants in our ej><,eh, were 
miserably poor* Shackled by poverty 
the Korean population had no caotruL 
ovtr their deitjaics. 


prevailing moud amone the Korean 

pnpulntiun. But the more ambitious- 

also as elsewhere-seek to atllise the 

Strug files between the great powers Cp 
what they eunceivc to be their own 
or the eoontry's advantage. Sueh 
people gravitate towards the Rossians 
or the Amcricdns without ntoeh care 
for ethical eonsiderations^ or for the 
alleged ideologiea] structure of either. 
Needless to soy, sueh *'utUisailon” in 
redproeaft these arc the people whom 
the occupy log powcn use as their 
puppets and age,its. In the upshot 
the gene ml pupulotioii remains poot» 
crushed down apd oppressed. Now they 
are having their lands nivugcd by a war. 


woo them with military equipment, and 
turn revnlutionary ospirocions to their 
oiyn advantage while harrying the 
Western iniperialisms. What is hap¬ 
pening in Korea has been happening 
in China, is going on in Malaya. The 
powers utilise forces of reaetion or of 
unrest, while keeping their eyes on the 
question of strategic bases. It is they 
who disposer fchc Asiatie millions endure 
and suffer. It fchese people that we 

are interested in-nol^ the “rights*' and 

**wrongs’* of imperialist cooapclilorr 
for us they arc a/f wrongs- 


Ii w'Duld take less than a month I 
Russian Army to be in the Channel^ 
a sitL^tioii which Bfitisb Imperlala 
never tolerate, and which w'as evid 
not taken into account by the 
strategists whom the Press assured ugil 
so brilliant and inspired. Chun 
having repeated at Yalta and Fa| 
precisely the same mistakes Chan 
made at Munich (which the 
Govemmeni( having assented to 
followed, cannot capitalise on for eleci 
purposes, so that he escapes the a 
Ignominy) the ground has been prepi 
lor the Tliird World War that broculi c 
Central Europe to-day like a carrion i 
A.jy 

(To be continued) 


"rhe i„.,cd ,h. 


Na doubt Jupunei.«: piihlieim,, like the 
upalogist, .if cyth^r ioiperiali^m,. fi.und 
ove„,,oo to dilate on the benefit* uf 

were Am " K-reon* 

viere *til| mic iheir owo niujtcr*. 

A, 


IMPERIALISM IN ASIA 

What is happening in Korea is aafne- 
Ihiiig whieb is huppLmn|| ull ov^er Aata. 
riie capita list press icci only tbe cold 
For them Ariatie,. n,c either 


HuNHin** 


'*luy'fll 


Dra».rt Club. 

C-mhttd,, SUist, 
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411LY ANAgCHisEi'' 


fOUTMlSHTLY 

Qpai 


Dbcuijlon 


lViri« Vrusdom 


I nut grvat powen 

JL ^ theuiielves) „.e,t dkeujiirng 
"vpuratini, from 
i'x". It a division iiitc, aahecea nf 

The R.f Anu^rieana arid 

the Huasian,. .„d then by their pULpetl 

1»1« uihobkanls. The s Tir"" 
«Mrther„ Koveana «... „ LurT H 


''agenls tif 

Anierica;'_or to Britain. Autuallj^ 
tniperiabsm m Aaiu hah entered un ii 
new pliaaei ,be peoples are more or 
lefts eiinseiLiuftly aware lha| they da n't 
went any kind of impcrialiftt dmnina. 
lorn a-d are leas tolerant of Iraditioauf 
domestic tyranny. Native ,,alitieini,s 
Identify thcnihelecft vyith o^e or other 
of the conflicting elaa* and eeonamie 
intercftt.. Russia and America baek 
whiehever fteems to further their awi, 
iiilerefttii. 

The L.S. support the ceimomie 


. Ciimmuinsts, nor ure 

"■J .C’e S J—”• ‘•'"Lf,* 

.... h.... ,„d.,cd 

hfl-ve de%■4^:1■hrw.a4. 


the 

Sfa/us quo, «nd olfer the “nd, ant age.” 
of deoiH>eraey and elretions. The 
Kuaftian. seek pcaaanl auppon by land 
re,. i llitreby alrcugtJieo (heir 


enough 




I the 


reform a _ _ 

^11 hoJd. In oohinial lerHlOrie. like 

ihut***^ n '* I** fanlu.iie lu supiioae 

ihat all Britiftb tolc arc 

Com.non.-^tv or .boat 

Ru,.[„. But u .uils the Kremlio lo 
opposition eJenienl., 


■nfilirute 


THE WAR SCARE 

If wc insist on this quesliojl of the 
fight of the peoples of Asia to order 
their own IndiTiduMl lives without the 
mnehine-ilke intervention of this or that 
local lyronny, nr whleh ever imperial¬ 
ism is for the moment ill controls tf 
we insist on this* it isp not Only hc- 
euUil« of the intrinsic j a stive of sueh a 
stand point. It ift also to lift a» 
Europe and America (aiiil wc wish wc 
could add, in Russia also) Out of the 
parochialism of the war scare- It Ift 
not enoogh lu see the war In Korea M» 
simply a threat to our ftecurity, »oe 
"pcace^*. Tu limit our viewpoint in this 
way, ii one step on the road to accept¬ 
ing the speeiouH arguments of the main 
antagiinists* and line up behind one or 
Or the other of them in ihe w-.r pre¬ 
paration propaganda. The peuples of 
the ivorfd have oae interest in common* 
to fteeure for each and every indiridual 
the right tn order hi. own life in con¬ 
cert with hi I fellow., iiitd without aMT 
kind of tutrlugc from whatever quarter- 
Feur of war mu.t not make ui 
uur aumimpn struggle With (he people 
Chmu* of Japan, of Korea “od 

Mai.y„-the .irujgle nf opPrCS<'^“ 

ipenpic everywhere aguin.t tho»e 
would rule* and therefore. e.pJotl tf"'' 

fc^preu Ponwr*. l..andmi, K. I. PVf ^ 
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